Minutes from Skype Chat on September 1st, 2008
Gender Equity Caucus at WSF
Participants: 

· Anita Mathew, India

· Cornelieke Keizer, Equal in Rights, Netherland (Facilitator)
· Priiti Darooka, PWESCR, India (note taker)
Agenda:

1. Quick presentation of participants in this Skype conference and background on Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus

2. Overview of plans and brainstorming on suggested events 

3. Organisation and coordination of the Gender Equity Struggles theme

1. 4.Brainstorm on funding possibilities 

4. Next meeting 

Cornelieke gave a quick background on Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus and the plan for Gender Equity events at WSF 2009. 

After a quick introductions the issue why others who expressed interest had not joined the skype was discussed. Although 15 women had signed for this skype chat only 3 who actually joined in. It was felt that either the date and time did not suit everyone and also lot of women working at grassroots are not familiar with skype. Cornelieke and Priiti will follow up with each one of them individually to see what happened and try to explore a new date for another chat. (Either Sept 17th or 18th)
Anita expressed interest in developing an event on Empowering Women by including Men. She felt there is a need to have a holistic approach to gender equity. Just working with women at times can cause further violence against women. It is therefore important to include men in this discourse. To develop this idea she will discuss with groups in India. She will approach VISTAAR and Social Development Foundation. She will take the lead to develop this event further. Anita will also explore funding possibilities with UNIFEM and some other donors.
Priiti shared that PWESCR is planning to organize an event around Women, Livelihood, Development and Displacement. Besides women from South Asia, PWESCR will network with women from Africa and Latin America to develop this panel. It would be an event to build linkages and to develop some strategies using human rights framework to address issues related to livelihood. PWESCR so far has limited funding for may be 2 people to attend WSF. Priiti will explore funding opportunities for this. 
Priiti shared that although Puja Kapai (Hongkong) was not able to join the chat she had expressed interest in developing a panel on Religion and Women’s Human Rights. Puja will also explore with her Students at the University to develop a panel on youth. 
Also Fatima Burnard (India) and Indira Ghale (Nepal) might be interested in Dalit women’s human rights. 

Elizabeth Elior from AWEPON (Africa) was interested in CEDAW and economic rights and empowerment. (PWESCR would be interested in this issue too. Elizabeth and Priiti should discuss this further)
Esther Mwauru-Muiru (GROOT, Kenya) is interested in raising issues connected with marginalized communities. (Can this be combined with Dalit women’s panel)
Leonida Odongo from Kenya is interested in the issue of violence during election. 

We also have Damai Pakpahan, Washma Frogh (Afghanistan), Joy Oryesch, Polycarp Ngufor, Nehemie Philippe, Gayleen Lapi, interested in participating in Gender Equity Caucus at WSF. 
We discuss some of the critical gaps: 

1. ‘Mainstream’ women’s organizations have not joined the Gender Equity Caucus

2. Lack of funding is discouraging women groups to participate

· Inspite of extensive outreach, there is not much response from women’s groups for WSF. The thing to note is that ‘mainstream’ women’s organizations have not joined in. Why? One of the key issue that we heard why women’s groups can’t participate is because they don’t have funds. Even Rosa  Brazil trip doesn’t show many women’s rights group. 
· Thirdly, Are women’s groups not seeing the space conducive to women’s rights or how WSF will add to what they are already doing. Additonally they don’t have resources to try to build this space 

Next Steps:  

1. Cornelieke and Priiti will contact everyone who has so far expressed interest to participate at WSF and explore what events they want to organize there. 

2. Everyone who wishes to organize an event under Gender Equity and Human Rights theme at WSF should develop their idea into a short 1-2 page concept note.
3. The concept note should also indicate whether you have funding. If not what strategies you plan to use to raise funds for the event.

4. Please send your concept note to Cornelieke Keizer at keizer@equalinrights.org or Priiti Darooka at pdarooka@pwescr.org by September 15, 2008. 

5. We will explore a mutually suitable time either on September 17th or September 18th for another skype chat. Please indicate which date would be better for you. In order to accommodate everyone globally, the skype chat might be scheduled at a time too late for those in the east and too early for those in the west. 

Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus as Cornelieke explained is a loose network that aims to strengthen discourses around human rights at WSF. It’s aim to enhance human rights events with coordination and to facilitate human rights knowledge production. It is not a funding group. However, we will seek the Caucus’ advice to see how best to raise some funds for women rights practitioners. 
To address some of the larger issues the following strategies were discussed: 
1. Cornelieke at Paris would discuss with core members of HDHRC how we can address lack of resources. May be the Core members can suggest some donors or other ways how the Gender Equity group can get some funding to encourage women’s participation. 

2. How can we get donors interested in funding for women’s rights practitioners. We need to raise this issue with all donors we all know. There has to be a more focus push from certain donors to increase women’s rights participation at WSF. We will contact donors to discuss this issue. 

3. Cornelieke will draft an donor outreach note for us to send out. 

4. The idea would be to try to get funding to support the larger work of Gender Equity Caucus and still encourage individuals to keep seeking their own funding. 

5. To address outreach, Priiti at AWID Forum in November will meet with several women’s groups from various parts of the world. She will try to discuss their participation at WSF. 
6. To develop Gender Equity Caucus at WSF, we would plan to have an Open Forum on Gender Equity everyday for an hour or so to bring women’s rights groups, who we may not have connected, to come together and discuss what role gender equity Caucus can play at WSF. This will allow a more focus and strategic approach for 2010 WSF. 
