An Informal Conversation on Implementation of CEDAW at Programme on Women’s Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (PWESCR)

Location:               PWESCR Office, New Delhi, India 

Date:                       September 29, 2008
Research Presentation (Ramona Biholar) 
· The “Informal Conversation on Implementation of CEDAW” took the form of research project presentation, followed by discussions in which experiences and ideas about human rights implementation in practice and in theoretical research were shared; 

· This meeting was an opportunity for me to open my research ideas and intentions, at an early stage, to the critique of practitioners involved in human rights implementation work, with the view to avoid academic idealism and thus implicit gaps that might appear between research and the work that needs to be done in reality.

· My research project deals with the implementation of the CEDAW Convention, Article 5, in the Caribbean region, more specifically with the elimination of those stereotyped attitudes and patterns of behaviour that fuel violence against women in two specific Caribbean islands, Jamaica and Curaçao. The research main question is “How can the State effectively put in practice locally its responsibility under Article 5 CEDAW to change socio-cultural ideologies and behaviour at the root of violence against women (VAW) in post-colonial Caribbean countries?”
· The overall aim of my research is to see CEDAW in action in both academic and practice field; starting from a theoretical framework, my research will combine desk research with field research, most of its data being collected from my own field work and from practitioners, while I seek for a practical solution for an effective implementation of the CEDAW Convention, Article 5 in particular. 
· I have the ambition to address through this research women’s needs of freedom from violence stemming from stereotyped attitudes and patterns of social behavior. In order to do this effectively, the research intends to overcome the discrepancy between the human rights as standards and human rights as needed by people in reality. Therefore, the research aims at bridging this gap and actually looking into the legal, social, economic, political, cultural specificities of the country and understanding in this way whether the standards on international human rights, specifically those enclosed in Article 5 of the CEDAW Convention, are indeed applicable for those countries, also shedding light in this way over the possibilities and limitations of the State to use the implementation of international women’s rights law as a tool to confront social-cultural phenomena detrimental to women, induce change of social behavior and thus eliminate one cause for VAW. 
· The research output is intended to be the design of a method of successful implementation of Article 5 CEDAW, for the adaptation of national legislation, public policies and programmes better to suit women’s needs of freedom from violence which could be used in the work of human rights NGOs, practitioners, also scholars.
Discussion

· The starting point for the discussions was the topic of the interaction between human rights practice and human rights academic research and the importance of bridging these two aspects of human rights work in order to avoid disparities between research endeavours and reality needs for implementation; 
· The discussions pointed out several important aspects:
· Successful situations should be the main focus of study, as they could be starting point for negotiation and obtaining results; this means investigating the essential features that facilitated the success and the way it was gone about it and draw a model from there. Some examples from Indian experience were given, such as the justiciability of the right to food, recognised as entitlement in India.  
· In this framework, The Ministry of Women and Children was brought to attention as a possible entry point for the CEDAW Convention; it was underlined that CEDAW can be translated into change in areas such as Domestic Violence Act, or education;
· A very important aspect that country focused research ought to take into consideration is the relevancy of the language used for the concerned countries. For instance, concepts such as livelihood, dignity, wage, are relevant in India and need to be touched upon in both research and practical initiatives. 
· Also, starting from the research level, it is crucial talking to the concerned people and understanding their needs, for obtaining adequate implementation and successful results.

· In this context, it was highlighted the extreme importance of strengthening the link South-South and also the knowledge production by the South.
· It was also pointed out the importance of adequate legislation in place and State accountability for making human rights implementation possible and negotiation between civil society and State effective. 
· As a personal conclusion, bridging theory with practice/research with field work is imperative for accomplishing results and can be made possible through ongoing communication and implicit learning from each other, from conceptual level to strategic, action oriented initiatives. For instance such talk with PWESCR was eyes opening over practical issues that a researcher wouldn’t come across on a regular basis; 

· From a research perspective, communication can be envisaged through engaging local stakeholders in the field research and further in the dissemination of the research findings, sharing these findings thorough on-site raising awareness seminars, police sensitization workshops, expert meetings with local participation and most important, exploring the positive situations as starting point for effective research. 
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