Gender Equity Theme for HDHR Caucus, WSF 2009

Skype chat on November 3, 2008
Minutes (includes both chats)
Participants: 
Anita Mathew, India

Mamata Dash, India,

Megan Brown, Netherlands

Kristinne Sanz, South Africa

Mariam Munang, EqualinRights, Netherlands

Margreet Mook, ICCO, Netherlands
Blanca Dole, Colectivo Feminista Mujeres Universitarias, Honduras

Rutendo, Young Women African Leaders Movement (YWALM), Zimbabwe 

Priiti Darooka, PWESCR, India,

Amit Ahuja, PWESCR, India (Note Taker)

Archana, PWESCR, India (Note Taker)

Agenda:

· Suggested Events for Gender Equity Theme

· Organization and coordination of the Gender Equity Struggles theme

· Develop a concept note for fund raising and outreach
· Identify Local Brazilian organization for coordination
· Mobilize and reach out to more groups

· Timeline for registration

· Brainstorming on funding possibilities

· Next Skype meeting
Skype Chat started with a quick recap of the last Skype chat where broadly three sub themes got identified under the Gender Equity Theme for Human Dignity Human Rights Caucus
 for WSF. 
· Livelihood, Development and Displacement 

· Gender based violence 
· Culture, Religion and Fundamentalism 
Gender Based Violence 
Margreet from ICCO updated us on Gender based violence discussions on dgroup. There are several groups that have shared interested on this sub theme such as: AMAN (Pakistan) SPERI (Vietnam), Ebony Youth and Orphans Support Initiative (Kenya), PHREB & BKAF (Bangladesh), Colectivo Feminista Mujeres Universitarias, (Honduras) etc. Women from Uganda and Bangladesh also responded by saying that its priority for them and would like some kind of networking. Honduras group want to raise issue of Femincide and violence against defenders of women’s rights. 
Margreet also mentioned that ICCO has some funds can might be able to support 5 participants travel etc to participate in WSF under this sub theme. Margreet Mook can be reached at margreet.mook@icco.nl
Anita suggested to include issues of masculinity and men also under GBV sub theme. There has been some discussion on this and she has shared this idea with several including Social Development Foundation in India. (Anita has developed a short write up on this idea. You can write to her at anitamat@gmail.com) 
Given the sensitive nature of the topic, gender based violence, it was felt that several women may not be comfortable to discuss freely in presence of men. This was shared as an observation from past WSF event on the same topic. Yet, everyone also agreed that working with men on Gender Based violence was important. Therefore, if resources allow, it was suggested to consider having 2 events on this sub theme—one only for women and a second one focusing on men and masculinity. 
Livelihood, Development and Displacement

PWESCR plans to register an event under the sub theme Livelihood, Development and Displacement.
Under this theme Mamata shared some of the key issues. Displacement in name of big industries, dams etc are pushing people to extreme poverty. This particularly affects indigenous women, rural women and women from other excluded communities. Large number of people, especially women are loosing their traditional forms of livelihood. This emerged as one of the most critical issues affecting women in Global South. There is a need to widespread nature of the problem, build global alliance, share experiences and develop common strategies. In order to effectively address issues connected with women’s right to livelihood there needs to first be clarity and consensus in terms of what we understand by the right to livelihood. This proposed panel at WSF will bring women from various parts of the world to discuss various dimensions of these issues. The panel will cover issues of displacement as related to disaster, and conflict also and also attempt to highlight women’s concerns regarding natural resources, (land, water, forest). Women from excluded communities like indigenous, dalits, rural etc will share their realities. 
Several groups have shown interest on this topic. At a recently held regional consultation with UN Rapporteurs on violence against indigenous women in Delhi, women from Asia and Pacific working with indigenous communities expressed interest in joining this theme. Indigenous women from Nicaragua also want to be part of this. 

Culture, Religion, and Fundamentalism

Concept note on culture religion and fundamentalism will be prepared in a day or two. Sunila from India is working on it. Puja Kapai, a human rights lawyer from Hong Kong (not on this Skype) had shared her interest in developing this sub theme along with few others including some African groups. She plans 2 activities. She is in conversation with groups in other parts of the world to explore how in the name of culture women are denied their human rights. Besides this she also wants to bring law students from Hong Kong to WSF for an exchange with young women from other parts of the world. Priit will follow up with Puja and share key ideas on activities on dgroup
 with everyone. Puja Kapai can be reached at puja@hku.hk

Open Forum for Networking: 

As the coordinator of Gender Equity Theme within HDHR Caucus for WSF, PWESCR will also register an Open Forum, open to all women’s group to allow sharing, network. This event will take place of the evenings at WSF. We will explore how best to use this open space in subsequent Skype chats. We can have cultural activities like theatre etc here too. 
Belem Expanded: enlarging participation in the WSF 2009 http://openfsm.net/projects/club-belemexpanded
The Belem Expanded for WSF 2009 will be a virtual territory that is being built to shelter decentralized initiatives and connections with the Amazonian territory. The idea is to enable the participation of entities that can not be present in Belem, promoting the exchange of experiences, the construction of convergence and strengthening of alliances.

Kristinne (South Africa) emphasized that not all of us would get to go to Belem, Brazil to attend WSF 2009. However, we should try to be part of WSF by participating in Belem Expanded—organize online activities, events in your own country and link them to events in Belem using internet tools (as  text and audio chats or video conferences), or using other communication technologies (as radio transmissions, letters and others).
Margreet mentioned that ICCO would be interested in organizing an online discussion during WSF on Gender Based Violence theme. Kristinne also shared that her network on women and disaster were planning to organize some activities as part of Belem Expanded. Kristinne has agreed to help coordinate all Belem Expanded activities for our Gender Equity theme. If you are planning to organize any event under this do get in touch with Kristinne at kristinne.sanz@unn.ac.uk. Kristinne will also try to get Gender Equity Group some web space on Belem Expanded website.

Other Updates: 

1. Brazilian Coordinator: We are still exploring a local Brazilian organization to join Gender Equity Theme Coordination team to help navigate conveniently through the entire process. 

2. Outreach: We all need to continue extended outreach. Kristinne will send the list of Latin American group. Need to get in touch with the larger network. Need to connect between the countries
3. Fundraising: Need to raise fund as much as possible in whatever way its possible. Priiti soon share concept note for Gender Equity Theme. Everyone should approach any donor contacts they might have. Margreet will send Priiti background information from previous years on Gender Equity Theme to develop this concept note. 
4. Registration: New deadline for registration is now November 14th. Everyone should register individually. 

We will have our next Skype chat on 12th November, 08 at 2:00 PM and 9:00 PM India time. We will finalize all activities on 12th. Do send Amit Ahuja at aahuja@pwescr.org your Skype id so that he can include you for November 12th chat. 
Look forward to working with all of you. 

We Women Rock!!
� � HYPERLINK "http://hdhrc.over-blog.com/" ��http://hdhrc.over-blog.com/�





� A D-group (e-discussion group) was formed to coordinate various activities and people continued discussions even after WSF. This Dgroup is a discussion and planning space for organizations and people working on gender equity and women’s rights, especially in relation to the World Social Forum (WSF). The D-group is free to join for everyone interested in discussing gender equity and women’s rights and more specifically people and organizations planning for the WSF. Link to the website for subscription:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.dgroups.org/groups/wsf-genderequity/" ��http://www.dgroups.org/groups/wsf-genderequity/�








