Hello Friends!!!!

So we have finally emerged from the madness of World Social Forum! PWESCR had hoped to send you daily accounts of what we were seeing when we were there, but the logistical problems and the intensity of WSF got the better of us! 

It was a phenomenal environment in Belem. There was report of 115,000 people. Registration apparently reached 90,000 at the end of 26th January, but in reality not sure how many people were present, but it certainly was incredibly massive! Of course – it was Brazilian dominated and translation was really problematic with many of the promised translation services not resulting. Sadly this did again limit the potential of many discussions and events, but the issue of language will always be a struggle, and there will always be room for improvement. 

The Opening March was an afternoon of great energy and zest, despite the torrential rain that opened up from the sky and continued for hours in the afternoon! The Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus, with common t-shirts, organized by the Caucus coordination, grouped together and headed off, a total of maybe 25-30 people. The Gender group struggled with our banner, in English and Portuguese proclaiming that Livelihoods are Every Woman’s Human Right, but it managed to serve also as an umbrella of sorts, before we managed to join with a larger group under a plastic banner of 20 x 6 metres or so we carried above us. There was great music and chanting, colour and energy as we filled the streets of Belem. The military police stood fierce and prepared around McDonalds, Shell and various other locations, fending off protests as marchers came by. Indigenous performances and Portuguese speeches greeted us on arrival after the hours long walk to the finale. We have lots of photos we are gathering in and will share shortly! 

The Forum space was spread out over two university campuses a few kilometers apart. Travel proved quite difficult, particularly with the tropical weather and limited road access. So people tended to stay put in one spot or area as far as was possible. This meant it was difficult to gauge a sense of the forum as a whole – and it became quite dispersed. The fact that the organizers did not for the first time organize any central events also added to this, and the lack of a sense of a real central political drive through the forum. Some specific groups certainly had a strong agenda however and this clearly shone through. The Day of Assemblies this year also proved to be of greater power, with many groups coming together with strong mantras to take forward their issue to the world.

A number of these themes, from what I could see were:

· The Palestinian struggle: the Palestinian movement were very organized and visible at the WSF: they hosted a series of events themselves and ensured that the Palestinian issue was integrated within many other issues and events present at the Forum. They emerged with some clear directives, including a Day of Palestinians on 30 March. If you are interested in this issue, you could email Suha barghouthi - bbsuha@yahoo.com – who was very active there, and is part of the Palestinian NGO Network

· The Indigenous movement: given the orientation of the Forum towards the Amazon and the environment, indigenous issues were a main feature, with huge numbers of indigenous groups participating. The report mentioned below by Alejandro Kirk speaks of attendance of 1,900 indigenous people of 190 ethnic groups and tribes, plus 1,400 "quilombolas" (descendants of runaway slaves).
· Environment – Climate Crisis: The various aspects of the climate crisis was also prominent, water, forests, livelihoods, the environment and the climate crisis specifically, with various events held on strategies, issues and alternatives. 
It was great to see how much human rights is now integrated within the core goals of the WSF: a definite majority of events seemed to have a human rights orientation and were explicitly advocating their issues in these terms. This is very different to the situation just a few years ago. 

On the last day was again a Day of Assemblies – to provide a space for sharing, exchange, learning and strategizing under certain themes. This united in the afternoon in one final event, in the Assembly of assemblies. Reports from the different Assemblies were read out here, including calls for actions, declarations and priorities. 
The Human Rights Assembly took a 3 tiered format, first providing space for men and women to share their own experiences of violations of human rights, secondly providing a space for organizations to share their work, and thirdly dividing into thematic groups to discuss issues, priorities and any recommendations for action. Four axes were identified for group work. Criminalization of social protest, Discrimination, Gender Equality, Economic, Social and Cultural rights & right to environment. There was no Declaration prepared in advance or throughout by any within the Human rights Assembly. However, some of the working groups from this session issued recommendations and proposals for joint action. They are currently in Portuguese only and will be translated into English and Available soon on the Human Dignity and Human Rights Caucus Blog - http://hdhrc.over-blog.com/article-27613514.html 
Women’s Assembly

There was also a Women’s Assembly held. This submitted a very clear and powerful Declaration to the Assembly of Assemblies, which read as follows 

Women’s Assembly Declaration, World Social Forum 2009, Belém do Para, Brazil 

In the year in which the WSF joins with the population of the Pan-Amazon, we, women from different parts of the world gathered in Belém, reaffirm the contribution of indigenous women and women from all forest peoples as political subjects that enriches feminism in the framework of the cultural diversity of our societies and strengthens the feminist struggle against the patriarchal capitalist global system. 

The world is currently experiencing various crises that demonstrate that this system is not viable. Financial, food, climate and energetic crises are not isolated phenomena, but represent a crisis of the model itself, driven by the super exploitation of work and the environment, and financial speculation of the economy. 

We are not interested in palliative answers based on market logic in response to these crises; this can only lead to perpetuation of the same system. We need to advance in the construction of alternatives. We are against the use of agro-fuels and carbon credit markets as ‘solutions’ to the climate and energy crises. We, feminist women, demand a change in the production and consumption model. 

In relation to the food crisis, we affirm that transgenic foodstuffs do not represent a solution. Our alternatives are food sovereignty and the development of agro-ecological production. 

With respect to the financial and economic crisis, we are against the withdrawal of millions from public funds to rescue banks and businesses. We, feminist women, demand employment protection and the right to a decent income. 

We cannot accept that attempts to maintain this system are made at the expense of women. The mass layoffs, cuts in public spending in social fields, and reaffirmation of this production model increase the work involved in reproduction and sustainability of life, and thus directly affect our lives as women. 

To impose its domain worldwide, the system resorts to militarization and arms; genocidal confrontations are fabricated that reduce women to spoils of war and use sexual violence as a weapon of war in armed conflict. Entire populations are forcibly displaced, forcing them to live as political refugees. Violence against women, feminicide and other crimes against humanity are committed on a daily basis in armed conflicts, while perpetrators enjoy total impunity. 

We, feminist women, propose radical and profound changes in relations among human beings and with the environment, the end of lesbophobia, of hetero-normative and racist patriarchy. 

We demand the end of control over our bodies and sexuality. We claim the right to make free decisions in relation to our lives and the territories we inhabit. We are against the reproduction of society through the super-exploitation of women. 

We express our solidarity with women in regions of armed conflict and war. We add our voices to those of our sisters in Haiti and reject the violence perpetrated by the military occupation forces. We support the Colombian, Congolese and countless other women who resist – on a daily basis – the violence of military and militia groups in conflict in their countries. We stand together with Iraqi women facing the violence of the US military occupation. 

At this current time, we express our particular solidarity with Palestinian women in the Gaza Strip under military attack from Israel, and we join the struggles for the end of war in the Middle East. 

In peace, as in war, we support the victims of patriarchal and racist violence against black and youth women. 

Equally, we express our support and solidarity to all sisters in their resistance struggles against hydroelectric dams, timber and mining companies and mega-projects in the Amazon and around the world, as well as those who are persecuted as a result of their legitimate opposition to this exploitation. We unite with those struggling for the right to water. 

We stand with all women criminalized for the practice of abortion and defend this right. We strengthen our commitment and join together in actions to resist fundamentalist and conservative attacks, in order to guarantee that all those women who need to, are entitled to safe and legal abortion. 

We support the struggle for accessibility for disabled women and for the right of migrant women to freely “come and go”. 

On behalf of all these women, and of ourselves, we continue committed to the construction of the feminist movement as a counter-hegemonic political force and an instrument for women to achieve the transformation of their lives and our societies, by supporting and strengthening the self-organisation of women, dialogue, and networking between social movements’ struggles. 

On 8th March and during the Global Week of Action 2010, as women around the world we will unite in our confrontation of the capitalist and patriarchal system that oppresses and exploits us. In the streets and in our homes, in forests and the countryside, in our struggles and the in the spaces of our daily lives, we will maintain our rebellion and mobilisation. 

Belém, 1st February 2009

………

A few of the other Assembly Declarations

· Climate Justice Declaration: http://www.choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/7326.html 
· Declaration of Social Movements (in Spanish) - http://www.movimientos.org/fsm2009/show_text.php3?key=13671 
· Declaration of Indigenous Peoples (In Spanish) http://www.movimientos.org/fsm2009/show_text.php3?key=13675 

A general article on the Assembly of Assemblies by IPS, WORLD SOCIAL FORUM: Resolution and a Plan of Action, By Alejandro Kirk, can be founde at http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45632 
Reaching across the divide

In terms of outreach to decision makers, most Presidents of Latin America gathered one evening in a major event in Belem –at a Dialogue on Popular Integration of Our America, organised by Via Campesina – see IPS report here: http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=45617 We did not make it to this, if anyone hears any direct reports do let us know! it certainly is a strong mark – theoretically - in linking decision-makers into the debates around WSF and reaching across the divide. 
A number of groups were working towards the G-20 summit of industrial countries scheduled for Apr. 2 in London, appealing to G-20 members Argentina and Brazil, to voice WSF demands. See the Climate Justice Declaration and get in touch with these groups if you are interested. 

In all, the Declarations and the concrete proposals for Action Days and Campaigns that emerged was a huge step and shows great promise in escalating the WSF into one event within a larger process of movements for change. Lets hope that the energy and momentum can continue and see these proposals move into action! 

The Gender Equality Coalition

A group of about 12-15 (from PWESCR (India), AWID (South Africa), SWATI (India), ICCO (The Netherlands), Equalinrights (The Netherlands), CIRUM (Vietnam), Action Aid and other organizations and individuals), met from the GEC one evening to introduce themselves, share their events and discuss issues around women’s mobilizing at the forum. 

A central issue of discussion was the different women’s initiatives at the forum and the lack of a Women’s Forum for the first time. This meant that there was no common space to host women’s related events or for women to gather to meet, share, exchange etc. While women’s concerns should be integrated within the general format of the WSF, it was generally agreed that a space for women to gather as women is also critical at fora like this. This should be an issue take up.

We planned a meeting at the Human Rights Tent for the end of each day, however it seemed this was not very practical given the intensity of events and the distances to travel across the Forum, as no-one turned up the next day! 

Many great events took place there and I hope that people will share their notes, reports and photos etc from them, as well as action plans - where relevant - as they emerge. The Global Network on Women and the Right to Livelihood was also launched on 31 January at the WSF. This marks an important moment of solidarity and commitment to build a joint platform amongst the more than 100 organizations and individuals who have now joined. Now the hard work begins as the network moves into action! The call for experiences, stories and insights on Women and Livelihoods continues, and real strategizing will begin once these are distilled alongside the results of the WSF events for a dialogue and planning session.
It would be great if people could share any reports or notes from their events on the D-Group, so others can share a little in what took place! 

I will be sending the reports on women and livelihoods in the next day or so:

· Women's Right to Livelihoods: Addressing Development and Displacement 
· Women's Right to Livelihoods: Building a Collective Agenda 
· Women’s Open Space 
For general articles and interviews on the official reporter of the WSF http://ipsterraviva.net/tv/wsfbrazil2009/ 

Will be in touch shortly! 

Best wishes to all, 

Emma
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